
   

 

CITY OVERVIEW – WELLS 

Motorway   J18 M5 
Railway   Castle Cary 
OS grid ref  ST545455 
Population   11,343  
Post code  BA5 
Dialing Code  01749 
District Authority Mendip 
UK Parliament  Wells 
EU Parliament  South West England 
MP   Tessa Munt (Lib Dem) 
 
Location 
Wells is located on the southern edge of the Mendip Hills, approximately 20 miles south of 
Bristol. 
 
What’s in a name? 
The name Wells comes from three wells dedicated to Saint Andrew, on in the market place 
and two within the ground of the Bishop’s Palace. 
 
History 
The City (the smallest city in England) gained it’s city charter under Elizabeth I in 1589. The 
city was a Roman settlement but only became important under the Saxons.  
 
There was a port at Bleadney on the River Axe in the 8th century that enabled goods to be 
brought within 3 miles of Wells; allowing overseas trade. 
 
During the English Civil War in what became known as the siege of Wells, parlimentarian 
troops surrounded and then took the city. The troops then used the cathedral to stable their 
horses and damaged some of the ornate sculptures by using it for firing practice. Following 
the Monmouth Rebellion, Wells was the final location of the Bloody Assizes on 23 
September 1685 a makeshift court tried and sentenced 500 men in one day, most were 
sentenced to death. 
 
Wells used to have three railway stations, but all have now closed, although an active bus 
station remains. 
 
Did you know……….. 
There was two prisoner of war camps in Well during World War II. 
 
Wells Cathedral has the heaviest ring of ten bells in the world. The tenor bell weighs just 
over 56 cwt (6,272 lb / 2,844 kg) 
 
The Bishops Palace mute swans ring a bell for food. 
 
Vicars’ Close is the oldest residential street in Europe. The close is tampered by 10feet to 
make it look longer when viewed from the bottom. 
 
Wells has reguarly been used as a filming location most notably in ‘Hot Fuzz’ 
 


